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WASHINGTON C(AP)-THE UNITED STATES, I RESPONSE TO THE CONTINUIHG‘

BUILD UP OF SOVIET “AVAL STRENGTH 1IN TFW‘MEDITERRAMEAM, IS ZNDING A

- CARRIER TASK FORCE INTO THE ADJOINING INDIAN QCEAN, THE DEFENSE

DEPARTMENT bAIDﬂlQQAY.

PENTAGON SPOKESMAN J¢RRY FRIEDHEIM SAID THE ORDER DISPATCHING THE
CARRIER HANCOCK AND FIVE DESTROYERS FRO{ THE PACIFIC OCEAN FLEET WAS

R o g

DELIVERED DURIMG LAST WEEK'S NEAR CONFRONTATION WITH THE SOVIET udIOXN,

UeS. OFFICIALS SAID A DECISION HAS NOT 3EEN MADE ON WHETHER Tl
CARRIER TASK FORCE WILL CONTINUE STEAMING TOWARD THE ™IDDLE EAST,
~ THE SOVIET FLEET HAD CONTINUED GROWING IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SINCE.
THE 3EGINNING OF THE NEW FIGHTING IN THE MIDDLE EAST. FRIEDHEILYN
SAID OVER THE WEEKEND THE RUSSIAN FLEET GREW FROM 85 VESSELS TO >O
MORE THAN HALF OF THOSE ARE COM3AT VESSELS. '
FRIEDHEIM SAID, HOWEVER, THERE HAS 3EEN NO INCREASE IN THE bOUInT
FLEET OF ABOUT 20 SHIPS 18 THE INDIAW OCEAN.
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SESTROYERS AND AN OIL SUPPLY SHIP TRAVALING THROUGH THE STRAITS
OF MALACCA, 15 .EXPICTES TO 3E WELL INTO THE INDIAN OCEAN IS Asoul
A DAY. - . SRR |
I VOLUNTEERING I‘FJK‘ATIDJ ON THE NFw AYIRICAY WAVAL MOVEMTNTZ,
FRIEDHE I ﬁ:F:RPru TO REPORTS THAT THE SOVIETS WERE MOVING TwO
GUIDED=MISSILE DESTROYERS AND JNE GUIDED=#ISSILE CRUISER THEOUCH
THE 3J3PORUS STRAITS FROM THE 3LACK SEA INTO THE MEDITELRRANEAN.
FRIEDHEIN 5913 SHIFTING THE HANCOCK IS A "MOVE WHICH WAS THOUGAT
PRUDENT., S
CUWE AREZ WATCHING WITH INTEREST THE 1SCREASING SIZE OF THE SUVIET
FLEET,"™ HE SalD, | o
NOVING THE HANCOCK REQUIRSS REDUCING THE SIZE OF THE U.s. TIa FLIE
3ASED IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN, - - R
DESPITE THE SHIP MOVEMINTS, FRIEDHTIN SAID THE UNITED STATEE A%J.
TH_ SIVIZET UNION REMAIY FAR FROM A CU“FhJ‘TATIJN. .
EATWHILE, A PRFCAUTIINARY ALERT REMAINED IN EFFECT FOR AjJUT
400 000 U.S. SERVICEMEN A3 THE KESULT OF THE @IDDLE EAST [ENSIONS.

WE139PED CNO Objectlon To Declassnﬂoatuon in Full 201 1/05/02 : LOC-HAK-187-3-13-7

' \{“" THE PENTA3ON GPOKES%AN SAID THE HANCOCK, ACCOMPANIED 3Y THE




